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Situation:

The Israelites have come to 
Mount Sinai to meet God.

Exodus 19:1-8



Chester, Tim. Exodus For You. The Good Book Company (TGB). 2016. Page 273.



Exodus 3:11-12
But Moses said to God, “Who am I 

that I should go to Pharaoh and bring 
the Israelites out of Egypt?” And God 
said, “I will be with you. And this will 

be the sign to you that it is I who have 
sent you: When you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you will worship 

God on this mountain.” (NIV®)



Covenant

“A promise where God is involved.”



Exodus 19:5-6a
Now if you obey me fully and 
keep my covenant, then out of 

all nations you will be my 
treasured possession. Although 
the whole earth is mine, you will 
be for me a kingdom of priests 

and a holy nation… (NIV®)



Exodus 19:4

‘You yourselves have seen what 
I did to Egypt, and how I carried 

you on eagles’ wings and 
brought you to myself. (NIV®)



Relationship:

The people meet God by hearing 
his words and trusting him. 

Exodus 19:9



Exodus 19:9
The Lord said to Moses, “I am 

going to come to you in a dense 
cloud, so that the people will 

hear me speaking with you and 
will always put their trust in 

you.” Then Moses told the Lord 
what the people had said. (NIV®)



Problem:

Dirty people can’t 
approach a Holy God.

Exodus 19:10-20

Pic via Lightstock

https://www.lightstock.com/


Exodus 19:10
And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to 

the people and consecrate them 
today and tomorrow. Have them 

wash their clothes (NIV®)



Exodus 19:23
Moses said to the Lord, “The 

people cannot come up Mount 
Sinai, because you yourself warned 
us, ‘Put limits around the mountain 

and set it apart as holy.’” (NIV®)



Theophany
“When God appears visibly to a 

human (or humans).”

Exodus for You by Tim Chester. The Good Book Company (TGB). 2016. Page 271.



Solution:

We need a mediator to bridge 
the gap between God and us.

Exodus 19:21-26



Mediator
“Someone who brings two enemies 
together and makes it possible for 

them to be friends again.”

Galatians For You by Timothy Keller. The Good Book Company (TGB). 2013. Page 190.



Matthew 17:1-3
After six days Jesus took with him 

Peter, James and John the brother of 
James, and led them up a high 

mountain by themselves. There he was 
transfigured before them. His face 
shone like the sun, and his clothes 

became as white as the light. Just then 
there appeared before them Moses and 

Elijah, talking with Jesus. (NIV®)



Matthew 17:4-5
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for 
us to be here. If you wish, I will put up 

three shelters—one for you, one for 
Moses and one for Elijah.” While he was 

still speaking, a bright cloud covered 
them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is my Son, whom I love; with him I 
am well pleased. Listen to him!” (NIV®)



Hebrews 12:18-21
You have not come to a mountain that can be 

touched and that is burning with fire; to 
darkness, gloom and storm; to a trumpet blast 
or to such a voice speaking words that those 
who heard it begged that no further word be 
spoken to them, because they could not bear 

what was commanded: “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned to 

death.” The sight was so terrifying that 
Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” (NIV®)



Hebrews 12:22-24
But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city 

of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. You 
have come to thousands upon thousands of 

angels in joyful assembly, to the church of the 
firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. 
You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, to Jesus 

the mediator of a new covenant, and to the 
sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than 

the blood of Abel. (NIV®)



We can approach God in his 
holiness because Jesus 

approached us in our dirt.


