
Luke 21:5-38
The Certain Gospel:  

How To Survive The End Of The World
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How to fend off a shark:
A. Make repeated quick, sharp jabs in the eyes or 

gills.  

B. Punch or kick it in the nose.  

C. Grab and hold one or both pectoral fins. 
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How to fend off a man-eating tiger:

A. Wear a face mask on the back of your head. 

B. Rub elephant dung or urine on your clothing.  

C. Cover your body with crushed garlic; the smell 
repels tigers.
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How to foil a UFO abduction: 
A. Never travel alone in the woods. No UFO abduction 

has ever involved more than seven people. 

B. Dress like a tourist and carry cameras and a map. 
Appear willing to go with the aliens. 

C. Focus your thoughts toward the alien. Tell it, 
“Leave me alone. Go away, I have a virus.” 
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How to survive the end of the world: 
A. Invest in a bunker or be the first to colonize Mars. 

B. Live life to the fullest now because there’s no 
escape. 

C. The only way to survive the end of the world is 
with Jesus.
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Outline of Luke 21:5-38
v5-24: Jesus prophesies the destruction of the 
temple in Jerusalem. 

v25-28: Jesus prophesies the end of the world at 
his return. 

v29-33: Jesus assures his audience these things 
will take place.  

v34-38: Jesus tells his audience how to live in 
light of these things.
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1) What will happen?
Mark 13:1b“Look, Teacher! What massive stones! 
What magnificent buildings!” (NIV®) 



Temple Mount:  
The Western 

Stone
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1) What will happen?
 Luke 21:6 “As for what you see here, the time will 
come when not one stone will be left on another; 
every one of them will be thrown down.” (NIV®) 



- Josephus (Wars 6.5.1) 
*Quoted from Cultural Backgrounds Study Bible

“No pity was shown on account of age or out of 
respect for anyone’s dignity—children and 
elderly, lay people and priests alike were slain. 
The battle surged ahead and surrounded 
everybody, including both those who begged for 
mercy and those who resisted. The flames spread 
out to a great distance and its noise mixed with 
the groans of the perishing; and such was the 
height of the ridge and the magnitude of the 
burning that one would have imagined the whole 
city was aflame”
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2) When will it happen?
Signs of Jerusalem’s Destruction: 

v9: They will hear of wars and uprisings.  

v10: Nations will rise against nation and kingdoms 
against kingdoms.  

v11: There will be great earthquakes, famines, 
pestilences, and other heavenly signs. 

v12, 16: Jesus’ followers will experience persecution, 
suffering, betrayal, and even death. 



2) When will it happen?
Signs of the Last Times: 

v25a: There will be cosmic signs in the sun, moon, 
and stars. 

v25b: Nations will be in anguish and chaos will 
rage on land and sea. 

v26: People will be afraid and the heavens will 
shake. 



2) When will it happen?
Matthew 24:36, 42 “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father… Therefore keep watch, 
because you do not know on what day your Lord 
will come. (NIV®) 
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3) How do we know  
it will happen?

“Fig trees are bare in the winter, so the first signs 
of leaves are evidence that summer is near. The 
signs Jesus has been describing will herald the 
return of the Son of Man.”  

- Matthew, Mark, Luke: Volume 1. Zondervan Illustrated Bible 
Backgrounds Commentary
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4) How can I be ready?
1. v8: Watch out for false Messiahs. Don’t follow 

them. 

2. v9: Don’t be afraid when you hear talk of war. 

3. v13: Be a bold witness for Jesus and trust the 
Holy Spirit. 

4. v19, 28: Stand firm, stand up, and look for Jesus 
in the sky because our redemption is near.
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4) How can I be ready?
5. v31, 33: Trust Jesus and his words.  

6. v34: Don’t get caught up in living life for 
yourself. 

7. v36: Live every day watchfully and prayerfully. 



How to survive the end of the world: 
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escape. 

C. The only way to survive the end of the world is 
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