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Isaiah 6:3b-5 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 
     the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and 
thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. 

5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, 
and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
Almighty.” (NIV)



We underestimate God’s holiness.



Acts 1 - Jesus ascends into heaven to rule over the church and 
its mission.
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Acts 1 - Jesus ascends into heaven to rule over the church and 
its mission. 

Acts 2 - Jesus sends the Holy Spirit to fill and empower the 
church. 

Acts 3-4 - We see evidences of the Spirits’ power in Peter, John, 
and the church.

We underestimate God’s holiness.



Acts 4:36-37 (NIV) 36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the 
apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the 
money and put it at the apostles’ feet.

We underestimate God’s holiness.



Acts 5:1-2 (NIV) 1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his 
wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With his wife’s full 
knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but 
brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.

We underestimate God’s holiness.



Acts 5:3-4 (NIV) 3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan 
has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and 
have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the 
land? 4 Didn’t it belong to you before it was sold? And after it 
was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What made you 
think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human 
beings but to God.”

We underestimate God’s holiness.



Ephesians 2:20-22 (NIV) 20 built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief 
cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and 
rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit.

We underestimate God’s holiness.



Acts 5:5-6 (NIV) 5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and 
died. And great fear seized all who heard what had happened. 
6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and 
carried him out and buried him.

We underestimate God’s holiness.



We overestimate our goodness.



Acts 5:7-10 (NIV) 7 About three hours later his wife came in, not 
knowing what had happened. 8 Peter asked her, “Tell me, is this 
the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” …

We overestimate our goodness.



… 9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit 
of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the men who buried your husband 
are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 

10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the 
young men came in and, finding her dead, carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband.

We overestimate our goodness.



• Nadab and Abihu - Leviticus 10:1-5
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• Nadab and Abihu - Leviticus 10:1-5 

• Uzzah and the Ark - 2 Samuel 6:1-7

We overestimate our goodness.



“Queen Elizabeth I regarded 
herself as a paragon (a perfect 
example) of cleanliness. She 
declared that she bathed once 
every three months, whether she 
needed it or not.”

- The Amazing Book of Useless Information

“In her entire lifetime, Queen 
Isabella of Spain bathed twice.”



Romans 6:23 (NIV) For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of 
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We overestimate our goodness.



So we worship and ask for grace.



Acts 5:11 (NIV) Great fear seized the whole church and all who 
heard about these events.
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Acts 5:11 (NIV) Great fear seized the whole church and all who 
heard about these events. 

Isaiah 6:6-7 (NIV) 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a 
live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the 
altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 
touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for.”

So we worship and ask for grace.



We underestimate God’s holiness; 
we overestimate our goodness; and 
so we worship and ask for grace.


