
Outward Church: 
Power Part 2. Economic Power
Acts 19:23-41



11 And God was doing extraordinary miracles by the hands of 
Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs or aprons that had touched 
his skin were carried away to the sick, and their diseases left 
them and the evil spirits came out of them.

Acts 19:11-12 (ESV)



15 But the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I 
recognize, but who are you?” 16 And the man in whom was the 
evil spirit leaped on them, mastered all of them and overpowered 
them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.

Acts 19:15-16 (ESV)



 19 And a number of those who had practiced magic arts brought 
their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they 
counted the value of them and found it came to fifty thousand 
pieces of silver.

Acts 19:19 (ESV)
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The light of the gospel:



1. Exposes the intermingling of false religion and money. 
(v21-27)
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“Men, you know that from this business we have our 
wealth. 26 And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in 
almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and turned away a 
great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not 
gods.27 And there is danger not only that this trade of ours may 
come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Artemis may be counted as nothing, and that she may 
even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and 
the world worship.”

Acts 19:25b-27 (ESV)
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28 When they heard this they were enraged and were crying 
out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 29 So the city was filled 
with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, 
dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians who 
were Paul's companions in travel.

Acts 19:28-29 (ESV)



32 Now some cried out one thing, some another, for the assembly 
was in confusion, and most of them did not know why they had 
come together. 33 Some of the crowd prompted Alexander, whom 
the Jews had put forward. And Alexander, motioning with his 
hand, wanted to make a defense to the crowd. 34 But when they 
recognized that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all cried 
out with one voice, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!”

Acts 19:32-34(ESV)



“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and money.

Matthew 6:24 (ESV)
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3. Gives us an entirely new economic system. (v35-41)
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