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God calls his people to seek 
other peoples’ good.
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

Genesis 1:28 (ESV) 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.”
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

Jeremiah 29:4-7 (ESV) 
4 “Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat 
their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take 
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that 
they may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not 
decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent 
you into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf, for in its 
welfare you will find your welfare.
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom


Followers of Jesus are “exiles” (1 Peter 1:1)
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom


Followers of Jesus are “exiles” (1 Peter 1:1)


Our “citizenship is in heaven” (Philippians 3:20)
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Cornelius Plantinga Jr., Not the Way It's Supposed to Be: A Breviary of Sin (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1995) 10.

The webbing together of God, humans, and all of 
creation in justice, fulfillment, and delight is what the 
Hebrew prophets call shalom. We call it peace, but it 
means far more than mere peace of mind or a cease-
fire between enemies. In the Bible, shalom means 
universal flourishing, wholeness, and delight [. . .] 
Shalom, in other words, is the way things ought to be.
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom


2) Seek the common good
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

Acts 2:42-47 (ESV) 
42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done 
through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and 
belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their 
homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom


2) Seek the common good

3) Pray for the city


Jeremiah 29:7b “pray to the Lord on its behalf…”
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1) Cultivate shalom


2) Seek the common good

3) Pray for the city

2 Chronicles 7:14 (ESV) 
if my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land.
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God calls his people to seek  
other peoples’ good.

1 Timothy 2:1-4 (ESV) 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, that 
we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified 
in every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight 
of God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
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